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CIVIL GOVERNMENT AND NUCLEAR 


November the voters fourteen 
states Idaho, Kansas, Maine, Maryland, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, New Hampshire, 
New Mexico, Oregon, South Carolina, South 
Dakota, Utah and West Virginia will 
upon proposed amendment known 
the Continuity Government Amendment 
their state constitutions. The amend- 
ment, developed through the joint efforts 
the Office Civil and Defense Mobilization 
and the Council State Governments, iden- 
tical purpose and almost identical form 
each state. intended help guaran- 
tee the continued operation civil govern- 
ment both the state and local level the 
event emergency such that which might 
result from atomic attack. 

developed OCDM and the Council 
State Governments and submitted the states, 
the suggested form the amendment reads 
follows: 

The legislature, order in- 
sure continuity state and local 
government operations, periods 
emergency resulting from disasters 
caused enemy attack, shall have 
the power and the immediate duty (1) 
provide for prompt and temporary 
succession the powers and duties 
public offices, whatever nature 
and whether filled election appoint- 
ment, the incumbents which may become 
unavailable for carrying the powers 
and duties such offices, and (2) 
adopt such other measures may 
necessary and proper for insuring the 
continuity governmental operations. 


This report was prepared Professor Carl 
Frasure, Chairman, West Virginia 
Commission Interstate Cooperation 
and Director the Bureau for Govern- 
ment Research, West Virginia University. 
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the exercise the powers hereby 
conferred the legislature shall 
respects conform the requirements 
this Constitution except the 
extent that the judgment the 
ticable would admit undue delay. 

approved the voters, the amendment 
will provide for: 

Continuity leadership and author- 
ity executive, legislative, and judicial 
branches state and local government through 
proper lines succession public office. 

Reducing the chances the unlawful 
assumption authority state and local 
government. 

Assurance that government can func- 
tion legally and effectively emergency. 

Preservation civil government 
while minimizing the need for martial law 
meeting emergency situations. 

California and Michigan have approved 
overwhelmingly constitutional amendments 
dealing with continuity government. 
California, the vote was and Mich- 
number states such amendment not 
necessary provide state and local govern- 
ment with the necessary powers meet emer- 
gency situations. 

noted above, the objective the 
Continuity Government program 
strengthen civil government the point 
where can survive nuclear attack. 
one can better appreciate the need for such 
program than the heads state and local 
governments themselves. 1957, the Gover- 
nors the states held their annual confer- 
ence Williamsburg Virginia. that 
time, recognition the imperative need 
take every precaution possible against 
surprise attack from abroad, the 
chief executives recommended that the states 
develop program continuity govern- 
ment the state and local level “in order 
achieve functioning government ina 
war emergency." Thus, the Continuity 
Government program was begun. 
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The Continuity Government progran, 
which the proposed constitutional amend- 
ment before the voters fourteen states 
November vital part, has been approved 
and endorsed leaders both major politi- 
cal parties and many well-known organizations 
with nationwide reputation and membership. 
These included the AFL-CIO, American Bar 
Association, American Legion, AMVETS, Vet- 
erans Foreign Wars, Regular Veterans 
Association, Jewish War Veterans, Marine 
Corps League, Loyal Order Moose, Kiwanis 
International, Governors' Conference, Confer- 
ence Chief Justices, National Association 
County Officials, United States Conference 
Mayors, American Municipal Association, 
National Association State and Territorial 
Civil Defense Directors, and the United States 
Civil Defense Council. 


KENTUCKY SPECIAL SESSION 


The Kentucky legislature met special 
session September 19-23. extended pro- 
visions veterans' bonus approved the 
1960 regular session out-of-state veterans 
who entered service from Kentucky. The legis- 
lature also authorized the state's partici- 
pation under the 1960 federal act pertaining 
medical care for aged persons receiving 
public assistance. 


RECORD BOND ISSUES BALLOTS 


Voters across the nation November 
will asked approve record $3.3 billion 
new state and local government bonds, 
according preliminary estimates the 
Wall Street Journal. The total surpasses 
the previous record $2.7 billion proposed 
tax-exempt municipal bonds the ballots 
November, 1956. more than twice the 
$1.4 billion tax-exempt bond financing 
the ballots November, 1959. 

The record total this time includes 
$1,750,000,000 proposed California bond 


financing for water program approved 
the legislature June, 1959. Another major 
issue proposed $345 million bonds 
Illinois $195 million for improvements 
six state-owned universities and $150 
million for improvements state welfare 
institutions. Voters Oregon will 
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asked approve amendments that would lead 
estimated $225.5 million state bonds 
$135 million for farm and home loans 
veterans; $47.5 million for construction 
the field education; and $40 million for 
construction state universities. the 
Kentucky ballot $100 million proposal 
for state bonds for roads and other improve- 
ments. 


EDUCATION 


Public School Commission The California 
Advisory Commission the Public 
Schools ended two year study public 
education the state approving broad 
range recommendations covering almost 
every sector public instruction. The 
Commission's final report was submitted 
the Legislative Joint Interim Committee 
the Public Education System and expected 
reflected legislative proposals 
affecting education the 1961 session. 

proposal for mandatory state-wide 
testing program for elementary and high 
school students to: provide check stu- 
dent academic achievement and guide for 
every school district the quality its 
schools was considered key recommendation 
many the commissioners. Among other 
proposals, the Commission: asked the legis- 
lature increase basic subject require- 
ments elementary schools and classroom 
time spent them; recommended minimum cur- 
riculum requirements the junior and high 
school level; urged local school boards 
lengthen the school day and increase the 
number class periods high schools; 
proposed that each high school diploma have 
record the back the courses studied 
and grades obtained; recommended that phys- 
ical education mandatory only from fourth 
grade through tenth grade instead all 
levels present; and suggested that 
junior colleges, state colleges and the 
University California make public the 
general record each high school's gradu- 
ates, while keeping individual records con- 
fidential. 

Noting concern over growing ten- 
dency professional educators minimize 
the importance parents the education 
children, the Commission recommended that 
parents given veto over testing their 
children's behavior, attitudes and personali- 
ties. Also, the Commission said that schools 
should required obtain parental con- 
sent before certifying student for outside 
psychological psychiatric treatment. 

line with the Commission's stand 
for stronger grass-roots control education, 
recommendations were made for tightening 
requirements for unification school dis- 
tricts. 


Georgia Programs for Public Education The 
Georgia State Board Education has approved 
plan for spending more than $60 million 
new improved schools. Allen Smith, 
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head the Administration and Finance Divi- 
sion the State Department Education, 
estimates that least per cent the 
total allocation will metropolitan 
areas. feature the program required 
local effort. Also, need must shown before 
local school units can receive the state 
money. 

Other features the program include: 

(1) Each school system will receive 
$50 per year for each state-alloted teacher 
cost estimated $20 million. Systems re- 
ceiving only this amount will not required 
match funds unless they want use the 
money for auditoriums gymnasiums which 
are low the priority scale. such cases 
they must match state funds dollar for dollar. 

(2) School systems which have had 
increases average daily attendance since 
1951-52 will receive extra money about 
$18 each year for each additional child. 
Again, most this money will into the 
metropolitan areas, which have experienced 
tremendous rises enrollment since 1952. 

(3) school system receiving the per- 
child money must have outstanding not less 
than one-half its bonding capacity for 
school purposes, match the allotment 
state funds dollar for dollar. 

Another Georgia program aimed 
attracting more bright young people the 
teaching profession financing state 
scholarships for future teachers. The 1960 
legislature authorized appropriation 
least $150,000 year for the scholarships. 
Students who need the funds, who are the 
upper per cent their high school class, 
and have predictable score per cent 
for college work, can get $1,000 year 
for college. The average $750. The 
recipients can cancel all the loan 
teaching the state. similar program for 
future doctors has been operating Georgia 
for several years. 

The state also provides grants for in- 
service teachers. They may receive $300 for 
six weeks $450 for full summer col- 
lege study. 

other action dealing with teacher 
education the state has inaugurated use 
the National Teacher Examination. The test 
optional but brings salary raise for 
certain certificates. Georgia also set- 
ting network twenty area vocational- 
technical schools throughout the state. 
Purpose provide industry with source 
trained workers and provide marketable 
Skills young people who are not going 
college. addition, the State Department 
Education has launched program direct 
teaching television science, mathema- 
tics, music, biology and languages. 


North Carolina Program The North Carolina 
tate Board ucation has announced 
Program improve the quality public 
education. The program includes salary 
increases more than per cent for tea- 
chers and administrators cost 
Million. This would raise current scales 


$2,946 for beginners with "A" certificates 
and $4,556 for those with graduate degrees 
and twelve years experience $3,600 and 
$5,600 respectively. Other elements the 
program include clerical assistance 
schools, longer teacher term, improved 
libraries, 1,400 additional teachers, in- 
service training and permanent research 
and curriculum study division. The Board 
estimates that the program would add $106 
million the $364 million state funds 
estimated necessary run schools 
present quality levels during the 1961-63 
biennium. 


Tennessee School Construction Governor 
Buford Ellington Tennessee has reported 
that capital investments the state's 153 
school systems, grades one through twelve, 
totaled more than $37 million for the fiscal 
year ended June 30. This almost 
million more than the amount spent fiscal 
1959. 

Investments covering sites, new con- 
struction, major remodeling and equipment 
amount $259 million for the past decade. 
The state contributed more than $77 million 
this, and local sources the balance. 
Governor Ellington noted that more than half 
the 1960 total investment was made 
four metropolitan counties. 


Georgia University Construction Program 
million construction program for 
twelve major projects ten state colleges 
and universities was approved September 
the Board Regents Georgia's Uni- 
versity System. Projects approved include 
million sports coliseum and $1.6 
million pharmacy building for the University 
Georgia and $2.5 million chemical and 
ceramic engineering building Georgia 
Institute Technology. The construction 
The Board Regents also approved 
million contract construct Georgia 
Tech major nuclear reactor, scheduled 
for operation about two years. 


HEALTH, WELFARE 


Medical Assistance the Aged number 
states have announced plans for implemen- 
ting the program for medical care the 
aged enacted Congress September. The 
following summarizes actions four states 
provide matching funds for the new program. 

Idaho, Governor Robert Smylie has 
outlined plans give medical assistance 
all the older citizens who need 
it. The Governor announced that the state has 
already complied with amendments the last 
Congress receive matching federal funds 
provide services, hospitalization 
and prescription drugs for eligible recipients 
old-age assistance. Senior citizens who 
not receive old-age assistance and are not now 
eligible for medical care aid are provided 
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for federal amendments. Amendments the 
state old-age assistance plan the state 
legislature are required put this part 
the plan into effect for the latter group. 
The Governor indicated will recommend 
the forthcoming legislature consideration 
enabling legislation and necessary appro- 
priations for the new provisions the 
federal act. 

Kentucky special session the legis- 
lature has authorized the participa- 
tion the new program provided Congress. 

The Michigan legislature special 
session passed two-part bill expand 
medical services for estimated 60,000 
persons over currently getting old-age 
assistance. would also provide service 
equal Blue Cross-Blue Shield standards 
for another 60,000 medically needy elderly 
persons not covered state assistance. 
Physical examinations and home nursing care 
included for present pensioners. The 
measure covers only six months. ex- 
pected that attempt will made broaden 
the bill when the legislature convenes 
January and receives the report special 
committee studying the program. 

The Utah State Welfare Commission has 
announced plans ease the burden counties 
that have carried out, with some state help, 
medical aid programs for the blind, disabled 
and the aged. The state has used about 
month for medical care for the aged. 
The commission agreed expand the program 
about $78,000 month $52,000 covered 
federal matching. The state will 
about $26,000 its share the total, 
$30,000 less than the state has paid out 
the past. That money will used provide 
medical care for other classes welfare 
recipients who until now have been dependent 
the counties for medical assistance. 
Under one phase the new federal program 
the state can offer help those people 
who are able meet all their needs except 
medical care. That will require state legis- 
lation which the commission plans propose 
the 1961 legislative session. 


State Cancer Advisory Council The Nevada 
Cancer Advisory Council, created the 
legislature, has begun operation appoint- 
ing executive committee serve 
continuing fact-gathering body treatment 
the disease. The council was established 
because legislative concern over the 
increase questionable claims for cancer 
diagnosis, treatment and cure. Under terms 
the enactment the council directed 
advise the Governor, the State Department 
Health and the public these matters. 


Family Support Professor Brockelbank, 
Uniform Law Commissioner for Idaho and chief 
draftsman the Uniform Reciprocal Enforce- 
ment Support Act, the author Inter- 
state Enforcement Family Support, (Bobbs- 
Merrill Company, Inc., Indianapolis, 1960, 
195 pp., $6.00). 


The book includes detailed discussion 
the provisions the Uniform Act, notes 
the intent the various sections and deals 
with problems which have arisen connection 
with them. also cites court cases inter- 
preting provisions the act. The various 
parts the act having with criminal 
enforcement, civil enforcement and registra- 
tion support orders other states are 
explained. appendix carries the text 
the act, and second appendix includes 
forty-two suggested forms that can used 
handling interstate support cases. 

Professor Brockelbank's book should 
extremely helpful public officials who 
are involved the processing cases 
under the Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement 
Support Act. 


ATOMIC ENERGY 


Radiation Control Meeting Kentucky offi- 
Cials met September with officials 
the United States Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion submit radiation control plan 
qualify for certain licensing and regulatory 
responsibilities currently under exclusive 
federal jurisdiction. Sixty-six organiza- 
tions the state hold AEC licenses covering 
the kinds activities subject transfer 
from federal state jurisdiction under 
terms 1959 amendment the Atomic 
Energy Act. 

Governor Bert Combs and Lieutenant 
Governor Wilson Wyatt delivered welcoming 
addresses the state and federal officials 
attending the one-day conference. 

Topics the meeting included report 
Kentucky's Nuclear Energy Act Attorney 
General John Breckinridge and discussion 
the state's Atomic Industrial Development 
program Kennedy, Commissioner the 
Department Economic Development. James 
Neel, Jr., Coordinator Atomic Activi- 
ties, spoke the coordination develop- 
ment and regulatory activities, and Dr. 
Russel Teague, Commissioner the Depart- 
ment Health, described the Division 
Radiological Health. 

Federal officials gave brief report 
the federal program for transfer juris- 
diction and replied questions previously 
submitted Kentucky Task Force Atomic 
Energy. 


New Mexico Advisory Committee The New 
Mexico Advisory Committee Atomic Affairs 
has approved set criteria specified 
the United States Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion which would enable states assume 
licensing and regulatory responsibilities 
over certain radiation hazards. The regu- 
latory authority which the state may assume 
includes responsibility for rule making, 
licensing, inspection, compliance and en- 
forcement. The AEC will provide training 
for state personnel these areas. The 
AEC criteria specifically exclude from state 
control the construction and operation 
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nuclear reactors, the export import 
by-product sources special nuclear materi- 
als; and the export import nuclear 
reactors. 


WATER RESOURCES 


Southern Water Conference The Southern 
Water Resources Conference held its sixth 
meeting Atlanta, Georgia, September 
14-15. About 100 representatives from thir- 
teen southern states attended. Topics 
discussed included the elements adequate 
state water resources policy and law, admini- 
stration state ground and surface water 
resources policies, and effective information 
programs water. 

Chairman the Conference's program 
planning Steering Committee Sam Thomp- 
son, Chairman the Mississippi Board 
Water Commissioners. Vice Chairman John 
Wakefield, Director Water Resources, 
Florida. Other members the committee 
include Harry Brown, Director Water 
Resources, North Carolina; Holmes, 
Jr., Commissioner Water Resources, Vir- 
ginia; John Luce, Commissioner Water 
Conservation, Arkansas; and Marshall 
Qualls, Deputy Commissioner Conservation, 
Kentucky. 

addition state officials, rep- 
resentatives conservation, water, fish 
and game groups and other interests the 
South participated the Atlanta meeting. 


Suit Stem Pollution The federal govern- 
ment filed precedent-setting water 
pollution suit against the City St. Joseph, 
Missouri. the first time under the 
provisions the Federal Water Pollution 
Act 1956 that the federal government has 
gone beyond seeking voluntary cooperation 
from municipality stream pollution 
matter. The enforcement provisions the 
1956 act differ from the water pollution 
act 1948 that the United States Sur- 
geon General authorized institute 
proceedings upon request any state affected 
interstate pollution and without the 
consent the discharging state. 

The Department Justice the request 
the Department Health, Education, and 
Welfare, filed the action seeking enjoin 
St. Joseph from polluting the Missouri River 
upstream from the water intake plants 
Acheson and Leavenworth, Kansas. Federal 
jurisdiction begins where more than one 
State involved. 

The suit will the first court test 
the ability the federal government 
force compliance with edicts involving pol- 
lution. Customarily, conferences the 
hearings which follow provided for 
the act are sufficient secure action. 

St. Joseph, when conferences with 
Municipal officials failed, hearings were 
held, and the Surgeon General ruled that 
St. Joseph was polluting the Missouri and 
endangering the health and welfare persons 


Kansas. The Secretary Health, Edu- 
cation, and Welfare then issued notice 
requiring the city construct adequate 
sewerage system June, 1963, and hold 
election June, 1960, vote bond 
issue finance the work. The voters the 
city rejected the bond issue May 21, and 
the federal court action against the city 
followed, with the support both Kansas 
and Missouri. 


Park Development Two regional groups 
the New York metropolitan area, the Metro- 
politan Regional Council and the Regional 
Plan Association, have recommended great 
expansion park and other open space areas 
twenty-two county region. 

special two-year study the two 
organizations has just been completed with 
publication final report, "The Race for 
Open The report emphasizes the great 
need provide additional open space 
meet the recreational demands expan- 
ding population with increasing amount 
leisure time. essential, the study 
Says, acquire the additional land for 
parks and open space now, before de- 
veloped for housing and other purposes. 

The report recommends the acquisition 
and development ten major regional park 
sites, nine acquired the states 
and one that regarded federal pro- 
ject. also urges acquisition numerous 
additional park and recreational areas 
counties and municipalities. 

present, there are 290 square miles 
park land the area, and recommends 
that this increased 1,150 square miles. 
The report further recommends that the amount 
other types permanent open space 
the region increased from 290 500 
miles. 

Cost the total proposed program 
estimated $1.9 billion. Existing programs 
for the acquisition park and open space 
areas would meet about half this. 
forty year bond issue proposed finance 
the remainder. 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 


Mississippi has announced three-year 
program encourage state municipalities 
become more attractive industry. The pro- 
ject, Community Program," designed 
assist communities desiring achieve 
merit rating beautification, education, 
fire protection, health and sanitation, 
planning, police, recreation, and other 
matters. 

The plan sponsored the Mississippi 
Economic Council, the Chamber Commerce, 
and the State Agricultural and Industrial 
Board, with financial backing from more 
than forty firms and agencies. 

Materials prepared the Tennessee State 
Planning Commission and Industrial and Agri- 
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cultural Commission assist Tennessee 
communities were adapted Mississippi's 
needs developing the program. The objec- 
tive enable Mississippi localities 
inventory their strengths and weaknesses 
and take specific steps correct weak- 
nesses. 


HIGHWAYS, TRAFFIC SAFETY 


North Carolina Road Program The North 
Carolina Highway Commission has recommen- 
ded $2.5 billion, fifteen-year road building 
and financing program meet anticipated 
needs and save the state many millions 
dollars. Without the changes suggested, 
the commission estimates that revenues would 
fall more than half billion dollars short 
financing the program. 

Major fiscal elements the plan in- 
clude: (1) increase the present 1/4 
cent per gallon gas inspection tax 1/2 
cent, the surplus into the highway 
fund; (2) increase passenger car license 
fees from the present $10-15 range $14- 
20; (3) continuance the present gas tax, 
one cent which scheduled terminate 
the late 60's when outstanding road 
bond issue retired; and (4) transferring 
general fund from highway support various 
correctional program costs State Prisons 
Department, Board Paroles and the Probation 
Commission well the Utilities Com- 
mission. 

The plan also would permit the Highway 
Commission reduce the number prisoners 
employed highway work. 


Federal Register Revoked Licenses 


for register listing the names persons 
who have had their motor vehicle operators' 
licenses revoked. The Bureau Public 
Roads, Department Commerce, has been 
assigned the responsibility for adminis- 
tration the law. 

The register will contain the name 
each individual reported state 
local government whose motor vehicle 
operator's license permit has been revoked 
because (1) driving while intoxicated, 
way safety code involving loss life. The 
Bureau, turn, will furnish such data from 
the register any state local government 
requesting information persons applying for 
motor vehicle licenses permits. 


New York Drinking-Driver Laws Important 
new drinking-driver laws went into effect 
New York October Under one measure, 
motorist whose ability drive impaired 
alcohol faces sixty-day suspension 
his license for first offense, 120-day 
suspension for second, and revocation for 
third. The law specifies that driver's 
abilities will presumed impaired 
chemical test taken within two hours after 


his arrest shows alcohol volume .10 
per cent. Persons convicted under the 
new law will charged only with traffic 
violation. expected that the measure 
will result more convictions drinking 
drivers. 

Another law increases the maximum penalty 
for first offense drunken driving, 
misdemeanor, from $100 and thirty days 
jail $500 and year jail. volume 
.15 per cent evidence intoxi- 
cation for the drunken driving violation. 


UTILITY RELOCATION 


The Utah Highway Department and utility 
companies the state announced agree- 
ment the criteria for determining when 
the state will assume the cost relocating 
facilities because highway construction. 
Under 1957 act the legislature, held 
constitutional this year, (State Government 
News, June, 1960, page 6), the pro- 
vided for payment for utility relocation 
where the federal government has contributed 
share the costs under the 1956 Federal 
Aid Highway Act. Following the court's 
decision, right-of-way permits for new utility 
locations were withheld pending clarification 
the responsibilities the state would 
assume. 

The agreement provides that utility 
lines authorized before the effective date 
the state act, May 14, 1957, companies 
that originally agreed bear costs 
subsequent realignment their facilities 
will continue so. the right-of-way 
permit silent relocation costs, they 
will assumed the state. utility 
lines installed after the effective date 
the state act, the state will pay for 
relocation long the federal and state 
laws are effect. 


CORRECTIONS, LAW ENFORCEMENT 


Conservation Camps The California Depart- 
ments Corrections and Natural Resources 
have reported three mobile conservation 
camps utilizing prison inmates. The joint 
venture the departments allows the under- 
taking significant conservation activi- 
ties that are too small, too high alti- 
tudes too scattered undertaken 
conventional year-round camps. the 
self-sufficient camps made seven- 
teen trailer units that can accommodate six 
forestry personnel, five correctional offi- 
cials and forty prison inmates. Besides 
providing dormitories for prisoners and 
supervisory personnel, the trailers carry 
water, supplies, electric power. gene- 
rating station, and sanitary, shop, kitchen, 
mess hall, recreation and administration 
facilities. 


Law Enforcement Conference District and 
county attorneys Texas recently met for 
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the 10th annual Attorney General's Confer- 
ence Law Enforcement. Attorney General 
Will Wilson, host the group, called for 
more stringent controls over the sale and 
possession pistols, and indicated that 
legislation toward that end would intro- 
duced the 1961 session the Texas 
legislature. 


THE COURTS 


Reorganization Proposals initial re- 
port courts the state's 
first Judicial Administrator, Clyde Martz, 
includes recommendations for court reorgani- 
zation. The report, submitted the Colorado 
Supreme Court and the legislature under 
1959 law creating the office Judicial 
Administrator, calls for appointment 
seven new District Judges, construction 
nine additional courtrooms, and increase 
the annual salaries District Judges 
from $12,000 $15,000 and Supreme Court 
Justices from $15,000 $18,000. 

major recommendation the report 
urges constitutional amendment consoli- 
date County Courts each the state's 
sixty-three counties with the larger District 
Courts. Under the reorganization proposed 
the Judicial Administrator the state would 
assume responsibility for the salaries 
County Judges and Clerks and receive sub- 
stantial proportion court receipts from 
fees. This, his report notes, would enable 
all parts the statewide judicial system 
operate under comparable standards and 
costs. points out that more lightly 
populated counties twenty-four have pop- 
ulations under 5,000 services rendered 
the county courts are bought almost 
prohibitive per capita costs. example 
the report notes that the Denver County Court 
handled more than 5,000 cases 1959 while 
Hinsdale County Court handled only four cases. 


Court Congestion The Institute Judicial 
Administration has announced results its 
seventh annual survey the calendar status 
principal state courts general juris- 
diction. The study dealt with ninety-eight 
courts every state except Alaska. 

revealed that the average time re- 
quired bring personal injury cases jury 
trial during the past year was 11.1 months. 
The average delay for the previous year was 
10.1 months. The number courts reporting 
delays more than months increased from 
three seven. 

The survey was concerned with the average 
number months required obtain jury 
trial personal injury case from the 
time the parties are "at issue." "At issue" 
indicates the status case when final 
Pleadings both sides have been filed and 
preliminary motions disposed of. 

The institute reported that the longest 
delays generally occur counties with the 
largest populations. counties with popu- 
lations above 750,000 the average delay was 


22.9 months; those with populations under 
500,000 had average delay 6.5 months. 
the seven courts with delays more than 
months the delays ranged from 26.2 months 
the Superior Court, Hartford County 
(Hartford, Connecticut) months the 
Circuit Court, Cook County (Chicago). 

The survey was limited personal 
injury cases because they are the principal 
source calendar delay and, con- 
sidered, furnish reasonably accurate overall 
index calendar congestion. 


Public Defender System public defender 
system provide counsel for indigent 
defendants has been established Massa- 
chusetts. Counsel will assigned 
eleven-member Public Defenders Committee 
rather than judge. The Committee will 
appointed the State Judicial Council 
and will serve for four years without com- 
pensation. The budget for maintaining the 
defender office and staff has been estimated 
$75,000. 


ELECTRONIC ACCOUNTING 


Governor Hickey Wyoming has 
announced plans for pilot program elec- 
tronic accounting. Purpose demonstrate 
the program's advantages the 1961 legis- 
lature and thus gain legislative approval 
and appropriations establish centralized 
accounting procedures statewide. Cost the 
pilot project will $628 for the rent 
three electronic accounting machines. The 
machines will used teacher certifica- 
tion the Department Education, warrant 
preparation the Auditor's Office, warrant 
redemption the Treasurer's Office and 
monthly budget preparation the Budget 
Office. 


PURCHASING OFFICIALS MEET 


The Fifteenth Annual Meeting the 
National Association State Purchasing 
Officials was held Kennebunkport, Maine, 
September 7-10. More than seventy officials 
representing thirty-seven states and the 
Virgin Islands attended. 

Topics dealt with plenary sessions 
included the federal government's program 
identical bids, the United States Depart- 
ment Agriculture's meat inspection program, 
and competitive buying drugs. 

The Association adopted resolution 
directing its Committee Competition 
Governmental Purchasing cooperate with 
the Antitrust Division the United States 
Department Justice and the Antitrust 
Committee the National Association 
Attorneys General eliminating 
and price-fixing among suppliers state 
needs. Another resolution reaffirmed the 
Association's position that in-state pref- 
erence purchasing detrimental the 
best interests state purchasing policies 
and the broader interests the society. 
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Franklin Pierce Tennessee was elec- 
ted President the Association for the 
coming year and Francis Brooks Nevada 
Vice President. Other members elected 
the Executive were Clifford 
Anderson, Nebraska; Willis Holding, Jr., 
North Carolina; Alice Miller, Texas; 
Richard Peale, New Hampshire; and Lacy 
Wilkinson, Colorado. 


SOUTHERN GOVERNORS' CONFERENCE 


The Twenty-sixth Annual Meeting the 
Southern Governors' Conference was held 
Hot Springs, Arkansas, September 25-28. Gov- 
ernor Lindsay Almond, Jr., Virginia, 
Chairman the Conference, presided. Gov- 
ernor Orval Faubus Arkansas was host 
twelve Governors and one Governor-Nominate 
attending the meeting. 

Round table discussions were held 
conservation, industrial development and 
problems the aging. 

Governor Bert Combs Kentucky pre- 
sided over conservation session which 
the speakers included Howard Dodgen, Execu- 
tive Secretary the Texas Game and Fish 
Commission; Marvin Sutherland, Director 
the Virginia Department Conservation 
and Development; and Sam Thompson, Chair- 
man the Mississippi Board Water Commis- 
sioners. 

the round table industrial develop- 
ment, chaired Governor Ernest Vandiver 
Georgia, the Governors heard addresses 
Hamilton Moses, Former President the 
Arkansas Power and Light Company and Professor 


SMAN 


Howard Schaller, Chairman the Department 
Economics Tulane University. United 
States Senator Robert Kerr Oklahoma 
spoke the round table problems 
the aging. 

Governor Buford Ellington Tennessee 
was elected Chairman the Southern Regional 
Education Board, which held its annual meet- 
ing prior sessions the Conference. 

Resolutions adopted the Conference 
(1) urged the states the region enact 
the Southern Interstate Nuclear Compact, re- 
cently adopted Kentucky and Louisiana, 
their next legislative sessions; (2) 
approved principle efforts develop 
compact highway safety currently 
under way the direction the Western 
Governors' Conference; (3) urged immediate 
action the states implement provisions 
the recent federal law regarding medical 
care for the aged; (4) requested the federal 
government reexamine trade policies and 
establish import quotas promote em- 
ployment security and job opportunities for 
American citizens; and (5) urged Congress 
enact legislation permitting state taxa- 
tion sales liquor, beer, cigarettes 
and other items post exchanges and other 
federal installations. Conference Commit- 
tee Industrial Development was continued. 

Governor Price Daniel Texas was 
elected Chairman the Conference for the 
coming year. The Conference adopted motion 
calling for the election Vice Chairman, 
and Governor Ernest Vandiver Georgia 
was elected. The Conference accepted the 
invitation Governor Ellington meet 
Tennessee 1961. 
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